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By experimenting, Priestly aimed at determining how important was in the growth of plants. He carried out several experiments where he placed a mouse and a burning candle in a jar and ensured that no air could enter or leave the jar. He initially found out that the mouse died from suffocation. In a different experiment, he placed a mouse and a burning candle along with a mint plant in a jar. The mouse survived, and also the candle did not go off (West, 2013).  
[bookmark: _Hlk73488762]According to West (2013), Priestly is famous for such experiments as production of the oxygen. He first heated mercury to its boiling point for several months. He then collected the gas produced after heating mercuric oxide through very high temperatures. He named this gas dephlogisticated air. Priestly then tested how the new gas would affect a mouse. By doing so, he wanted to prove the quality of the newly discovered gas. From the test, he realized that the mouse survived for a whole hour in the newly discovered gas compared to fifteen minutes the mouse survived under the normal air (West, 2013). 
From the survival of the mouse using the gas, Priestly concluded that the gas would be of much help in the treatment of people with lung complications. He concluded that the gas was efficient in supplementing the common air when it would be insufficient. It would be very helpful to the lungs where the cases would be morbid (West, 2013).
This knowledge advanced our understanding of chemistry in that it helped us understand the formation and the use of oxygen. Modern chemists in oxygen production still apply the experiments that Priestly carried out in discovering oxygen. We also learn the chemical properties of oxygen gas and its effects on living organisms (West, 2013). 
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